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Tho thort historice of the braneh librerice werce proparad from minute bookt,
loeal vaperse, pamphlets and from residents wvhe could reeall the early days in the
local areas., '

Some articles are just as they were written and others have been changed
slightly to ¢horten the lengths, It war imposgible to include all of the names
from each area but I have tried to include those who headed the main committecs
when the libraries wore organized.

As well ag thanking the librarians who sent in the historie¢, T would like
to include Mre. R. Edwards of Beachville and Mre. A. Burton of Hickuon.

- LOUISE KROMPART,
COUNTY LTBRARIAN.

Librariang in 1969

Beachville Mrs#i. We E. Brooker
Browneville Mre. T. Nant
Burgesaville Mr&. We Welch

Drumbo Mre, Ralpbh Racknor

East Oxford Mre. J. Yeoman

Embro Mre. Myrtle MeCorquodale
Harrington Mra. A. Kittmer

Hickson Mre. Floeeie Pullen
Innerkip Fra. Wm. Elliott

Kintore Mre, H. Haynes
Ingersoll Mis#s Betty Crawford
Mount Elgin Mrs. Do Fleming

Norwich Miae Louise Losging
Otterville Mr. T. E. Petch
Plattaville Mrs. Wm. Bell

Princeton Mrae. C. Gurney
Tavietock Mre. Fo Schwartzentruber

Thamesford

Mige A Mackay
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OXFORD COUNTY LIBRARY

The Oxford County Library had its beginning on February 12, 1936 when Mr.e Rs
E. Crouch of the London Public Library addressed a group in Thamceford, using as
bie subject, "County Library Associations and bow one has worked in Middlesex
County".

At the Marchk mecting of the Thameseford Board a committee was formed to list
tho libraries in the county who would be interested in a county library association.

In April the committee reported that Woodstock did not wish to take part, but |
the Ingersoll Iibrary Board asked that a mecting be held in the Ingersoll Library
to diacuss the matter. Mr. Crouchk addressed a meeting in Ingorsoll on September
25th and on November 13th, a meeting wae hold in Woodstock and the Oxford County
Library Association was organized.

Mies Blythe Terryberry of the Woodstock Public Library and Miss Betty Crawford
of the Ingersoll Library are to be highly commended for the work they put into the
new asgociation. They were rogponsible for buying the books with the funds derived
from the $15 fee which the member libraries contributed. The books were processed in
the Woodstock Library and divided into units, which were placed in boxes., Every three
monthe some members of the library bhoarde would come into the Woodstock Library and
exchange the boxes of books, When the booke had travelled to 211 of the libraries,
they were divided and placed in thre libraries permanently,

In 1947 a course was given in London which granted a librarian taking it an
E certificate, and twelve librariane from Oxford County took advantage of this.

New provincial legislation made possible the formation of library co-operatives
and on April 7th, 1948, the Oxford County Library Co-operative had its first meeting,
with Mr. R. C. Brogden of Ingersoll as Chalrman, and Mias Betty Crawford as Secretary-

treasurer,
A budget of $1,000 was drawn up with $700 to be spent on books.

At the annual meeting a constitution was adopted. The constitution was based
on one drawn up at a recent County Library Conferecnce.

In 1949 Mr. Brogden presiented a budget to County Council amounting to $5,300.
Tho County Council granted $2,000 and the rest was obtained from the provineial grant
and membership fecs.

A tribute e¢hould be paid to Mr. Angus Mowat of the Provineial Library Service
for hig untiring efforts in assisting with the formation of County librarieg and
for the splendid conferences be arranged for tke county libraries who were organizing
a new type of rural library service.
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In 1949 Mr. L. K. Coles was appointed Treasurer and Mrs. S. L. Krompart bo-
came Librarian. These two appointments bave remained the same tbrough the years.,

A room in the Court Fouse was furnished as library head quarters and some
books were purchased. The librarian vigited several county libraries and all of
the Oxford libraries,and for the first few years the books were distributed by
car. The books travelled from one library to anothor with a few new books being
added in each unit. Mre, Krompart was assisted by ber husband who worked part-
time with the library until his deatb in 1960,

For two ycars the librarian gave a radio talk from the loecal radio station
C.K.0 X which helped to advertise the scrvices.

A library workshop was held in thoe fall of 1949. These workshope have been
held annually and the discussion of library problems has beon of great value to the
librarians in tbe county.

In 1950 sixty-five applications for school room service had been received and
it was decided to begin to visit the schoole in Soptember. The School Boards agreed
to pay $10 per classroom and 25 books were given to each classroom for a period of
three monthe,

The County Council granted $50 per month to the libraries in the county and
$20 of this was paid as a feec for membership in the county library.

Mrs. We G. Cocker joined the library etaff as a part-time clerical assistant in
1951. Through the years Mre. Cocker has been of great assistance and is now capably
handling the bookmobile visits to the schools,

1953 wae an important year in the Oxford County Library. A new room was opened
in thc Court Fouse for the library and a bookmobile was purchased.

A book review contest for students in grades seven and eight was held in 1958,
Thie has been held each yoar in Young Canada's Book Week and many boys and girls have
taken part; come years over two bundred entries were received.

Early in the 1960's library cervices began to expand. Yeetings were held to
diccuse county public librarics. Following the lead of Middlosex County the Oxford
County Council passed a by-law in 1964 which led the formation of the Oxford County
Public Library system. Explaining the system to library boards, municipal executives
and others required a great deal of travelling around thc county. Mr. Colss, Mr.
Rudy and the librarian met with many committecs. When the new gystem began in 1965,
the Ceontral Poard visited all of the libraries in the county disecussing problems with
the local committees,

Mr. Coles, ag treasurer, had a great deal of reorganizing to do since all ox-
penses were now paid from the Central headquarters. Insurance policies had to be
rcaasancased and Mr, Coles and biag staff took on a great deal of extra work in looking
after the financial problems of the branch librariece,
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Workshope were hold to try to bring more similarity into the library scrvice
around the county. With the increased financial support which the new system
brought, the book budget was increased and tho central staff took on the processing
of all the new books. 8incc a2ll membership feecs were eliminated circulation goared.

A second graduate librarian, Miss Jane Moenzics (Frs. Arthur Webb) joined the
staff in June of 1965. Mra, Webb took on the job of weeding the collections of books
in the branch libraries and of classifying those which had not been done in the
branches previously. The book collections began to look much more attractive and
circulation improved.

Not only did theo bock collections become more attractive, but the libraries
themgelves began to improve in appearance as paint, new furniture, drapes and other
needa were looked after by the County Library Board. The County Library Board was
very busy during the first few years of the new system and the County Councilts
idea of appointing ex-wardensg, Mr. Robert Rudy, Mr. Grant Smith and Mr. William
Sutherland proved a good one, for these gentlemen knew the municipalities and were
capablc members of the Board.

Because of increassd circulation, it became neceasary to open some of the
amall branches for longer periocds. The libraries were now able to assist students
from kindergarden to universaity level by contacting the central library for books
which were not in their collectione, By 1969 considerably over 3,000 books were
mailed to the branches for this purpose.

Some branchk libraries came into the system with very good buildings, or
quarters but others required complete renovation. Embro and Otterville were greatly
improved and a small branch was started at Innerkip. The Centennial year was a boon
to the gystem too. North Norwich and Burgessville built a fine new library at
Burgessville and East Oxford converted a school into township offices and a library,
with the county library assisting in buying the necessary furniture.

Not least of the Centennial projects was the new central library knowm as the
0xford County Library in Woodstock., Many people, seeing it for the first time exe
pressed great admiration for the library with its African mabogany woodwork, the
soft grecen carpeting and the touches of groen, gold and persimmon which gave a little
colour. The County Council are to be commended for making poesible this useful and
attractive building. The list of names of the Centennial Committee on the plaque ine
clude the following:

Wardens - Harry Armatrong, Yugh Munro, J. Vernon Cuthbert.

Reeves = Gordon pspden, Fred Caddey, Leslic E. Force, Murray Older, Elmer Karn,

Harold K'iPP1 de Co Smith
Librarian - Loulse Krompart +ss Treasurer - L. K. Coles
Designer - G, Duncan Black +se Contractor - R. J. Yokn
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In 1964 the Lake Eriec Rogional Library System was formed including the Counties
of Elgin, Middlesex, Norfolk and Oxford. MNr. Robert Rudy became our representative
on the Lake Erie Board. In the first few years the Rcgional Board donated funds
which were very useful in buying some reference books for the branches. The Intor-
library loan and film systoms bave been valuable, as have the workshops which were
organized by Region. The discugsions of library problems by the Committee of
Librariana have been valuable in helping the members to broaden their ideas of
library services.

One cannot look back on the achievements of the County Library without paying
great tribute to the librarians of the branches. They have been very patient with
the changes that have taken place and have co-operated in all the work involved in
library servicee. They have spent many extra hours and made many trips to the
contral library and the post office to carry back special books to their readers,
and always their public relations and friendlinegs has been approciated by the
central staff.

In a few places too small for a library, deposit stations were formed and the
library las been very gratoful to the women who bave had these deposit stations in
their homes. There have been deposit stations at:-

Bright - Mrs. M, Cuthbortson

Brooksdale - Frs., E, Symons

Dereham Centre - Mrs. R. Ellis

Salford «(formerly Mrs. Nancekivell) now Mrs. E.Yoworsaki
Springford - Kre, W, Oatman

Sweaburg -~ Mrs. G. K. Hammerton

Uniondale - Mrs, E. C. Greason

The school teachers, too, have co-operated in relping with the book exchanges
at the schools and our work with them bhas been pleasant.

Mr. L. K. Coles has been of great assistance in helping with the library plans
all through the years. As treoasurer of the County Council, as well as the County
Library Board, hc became a valuable liairon between the two, and his willingness to
agssist with any library problem hae earned him the respect and gratitutde of the whole
library system.

1969 leaves the County Library with still much to do in making library service
what it ghould be in all parts of the county, but it has soue accomplishments of
which it can be proud,- a circulation of 501,674, an increased staff, improved
galaries, branches open longer periods, 2 book budget of $49,950 shows quite a
growth from the beginning in 1936 when a few libraries traded boxes of books,

LOUISE KROMPART,
LIBRARIAN,
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OXFORD COUNTY BRANCH LIBRARIES

[ T S S ]

BEACEVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

On December 28th, 1901, a fee of 50¢ was paid to register a declaration of
the sgtablighment of a public library in the village of Beachville.

The first librarian was Dr. W. J. Beasley with a calary of 25¢ per week. James
Dickie acted as assistant.

The library was housed in a room in the Templar's Hall, near the mill dam, on
what is now the C.P.R. right of way. It had originally been a Presbyterian church,
In 1896 the Methodists had sold the old frame church to the Royal Templar's Lodge.
In 1929 the two surviving members of the Hall, deeded the property to the village of
Beachville for one dollar, on condition that it should be used for library purposes.

This building was used until 1962,

In 1962 the Weat Oxford Township Hall was purchased by the village and was
converted into Council Chambers and a Public Library. The library was attractively
decorated with panelled walls and new lighting and shelves were added. It was
opened officially on November 21, 1962. O0fficials taking part included Reeve J. C.
Smith, Chairman Alfred Cowell and the librarian Mrg. W. E. Brooker.

In 1957 the library became a free public library supported by a per capita tax.
It had become a member of the Oxford County Library Co-operative and in 1965 it be-
came a branch of the Oxford County Library.

Librariang through the years have been Dr. W. J. Beasley, William Lucy, Herbert
Wilton, Percy Karn, Wallace Turner, William Elliott, Mrs. Henry Edwards, Mrs.
Newell Fordon, Miss Bessie Hacker. Mrs. W. E. Brooker is the Librarian at presgent,

assisted by Mra. R. Edwarde.

The circulation in 1969 was 3,957. The library is open Tuesdays-3.30 - 5.30,
Thursday, 7.00 - 9.00 p.m. and Saturday, 3.00 to 5.00 p.m.

S % ok ok %k Ak sk ok

BROWNSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Brownaville Library has made four moves to accomodate its growth since its
beginning at the first of the century.

The original library was housied in a room under the general store in 1906.
Later it was moved to a small building where it was possible to include a reading
room.,

In 1920 a frame building one block north of the main corner was made into a
library providing more space.

The community hall was renovated in 1948 and permanent library quarters were
arranged on the lower floor. The old building was destroyed a few weeks before the
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new one was ready. WMoet of the books were wcaved.

A year later the Oxford County Library was formed and books¢ were on loan for
three month periodsu.

In 1965 the Brownaville Library became a branch of the Oxford County Library.
The pwesent librarian hag been serving in her present position since 1941,

In 1969 the circulation of booke wae 4,808. The library is open on Thursday,
6.30 - 8,30, Saturday, 9.00 -« 11.00. The Librarian is ¥rg. T. Nant.

LI S I S

BURGESSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

In 1910 a meeting, mainly gponsored by the Women's Institute, was held in
Burgeugsville to form a library., The library functioned at first as a Mechanic's
Institute and a library of books was purchased from the Brigge Publishing Company.
The firet president wae Mr. Henderchott and the firet librarian was Mise May Dennis,

The record booke tell the atory of progress and devebpment. 1In the earlier
yeare, to supply the necegsary funds, the Board eponsored a number of money raieing
projects, such ag box roclals, mock parliaments, concerts and plays. The Board also
took advantage of every opportunity to supply good reading material, using the
Provincial Travelling Library and in 1937 joining the 0xford County Library Associa-
tion, which became a co-operative in 1949 and the O0xford County Library in 1965.

The first Burgessville library was housed in part of a building owmed by Mr.
William Kirkpatrick. This building burned, but the books were saved and moved to a
small house oh the farm of Elias Snyder. The top floor of the Post Office wae the
next library and following thie it was moved to the basement of the Municipal Tele-
phone office,

In 1967 the North Norwick Centennial Committee chose a library building as it's
centennial project and the Burgessville Library i¢ now an attractive building with
up-to-date furniture, curtaing, ete., the Oxford County Library having ausisted with
the furnighinge.

The Women's Institute has been of asgistance down through the years and the
contributione of Mrs. B. Chant and Mre. A. Dickinson, the librarians from 1949 to
1965 have been of great value in the progress of the library.

Since the Burgesaville Library became a branch of the 0xford County Library in
1965, Mrs. W. Welch has been the librarian.

The circulation in 1969 wag 15,698 and the library is open Tuesdays and
Saturdays, 1.30 - 5.45 and Thuradays, 7.00 - 9.00 p.m.

ko ok kK ok ok ok K
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DRUMBO PUELIC LTBRARY

On March 5, 1900 at a regular meeting of the Drumbo Mutual Improvement Society,
it was unanimously agreed to appropriate the funds of the Socliety to the beginning
of a public library. The firet chairman was the Rev. W. K. Shearer, Dr. Mitchell
became the librarian and housed the books in his drug store. Th re were 98 members
in the firet year.

The Tounship Council gave the first grant of $20 and through the years, grants
were received from the Frovince, the County, the Townehip, the Village of Drumbo
and donationg were received from the Drumbo Women's Inctitute.

In 1934 the collection consisted of 5,193 books and the circulation was 3,993.
The library cranged its loecation several timeg from Dr. Mitchell's drug store to
the home of Henry Burgegs, George Law'e utore, the school, the fire-hall and to Mius
Turncr'e drug store.

In 1937 books were horrowved from the travelling library of the Department of
Bducation,

ATter the fire moat of the books were distributed to the village and rural
¢choole, Frontier College and the March of Rooks in Halifax.

The books in Miee Turner's store wvere from the Oxford County Library Co-
operative. After Miss Turner's retirement, Iiisg Jessds Cowan housed the library in
her home. The contribution of the Cowan family to the library has been of great
importance, Migss Margarelt Cowan having served as secretary for 33 years.

In 1967, the committee found a building which could be purchased, and with the
help of the Oxford County Library the building was purchased and completely reno-
vated. With new floor, ceiling, panelled walls and new lighting and shelving, the
library is most attractive. Mre. Cecil Caldwell and hws. Ray Harmer gave much time
and effort to this project.

Mre. Ralph Racknor ie now the librarian and the circulation in 1969 was 5,594,
The likbrary ie open on Tuseday 12.15 - 12.4%5 and 3.00 - £.,00, Thuriday 12,15 -
12.45 and Fridev 7.00 - 3.00 n.ui. and Soturday, 10.00 = 11.30 o.m.

Bk ok ok ¢ R o ok

LAST OXFORD PUBLIC LTIBRARY

The Bag¢t Oxford Public Library had ite beginning as a Branch of the 0xford County
Library system. The formeér Oxford Centre School was renovated and a municipal office
and Council room was located in one half of the building, and shelves and other
equimment were inastalled to form a epacious library in the other half.

The library was offically opened as a Centennial project in June, 1967 with hr.
G. Gracey of Curries, Chairman of the newly eclected Dast Oxford Library Committee
performing the opening ceremony a¢c¢icted by the librarian, ¥ro. John Yeoman. Among
thoee pregent were ¥re. S. L. Krompart and Mr. L. X. Coles of the County Library.

In the two and one-half yeare of operation, membership ctands at 243 and the
circulation averages 200 booke per week. The community feels the library hag becn a




source of pleasure and information.

The library is open on Thursday, 3.00 - 5,00 and 7.00 - 9,00 p.m., and on
Saturday, 1.30 - 4.00,

%% ok ok ok ok Nk 3k

ENBRO PURLIC LIBRARY

The fmbro Public Library had ite beginning as a Mechanic'e Institute in 1882,
It wae houged in a wmall brick building near a storc owned by Mre. J. C. Mcelntosh,
It wae moved to another building, on the «ite of Mr. Mooney's house and then to the
Legion Fall. In 1893 a Towm Hall wae built and the library is etill in thie
muriicipal building. Captain Gordon and ¥r. 5. J. Cody were the sarly librariang.

The library became a meuber of the Oxford County Library Ascoclation in 1937
and became a branchk of the Oxford County Library in 1965. Recently new shelving,
furniture, curtaine and floor covering hag made it an attractive library.

Mreo Re Jo Sutherland, ae librarian and later as a member of the Embro ﬂibrary
Board and Committee hag contributed a great deal to the success of the library
throughout the years.

Fre. Myrtle McCorquodale ig the present librarian and the circulation in 1967
was 7,500. The library is open Tuesdaye and Fridays, 7.00 « 9.00 p.a. and on
Saturday, 2,00 - 4,00,

* o sk ook sk ok ok ok %

HARRINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Rarrington Public Library wae organized by membere of the community in
1906. The late Dr. T. McDougall and the lete William Darling were two of the
prominent members of the Board. Concoerts and dances were held in the Fall to raise
money for the project.

The firet location wae at the home of Mise Fargaret McLeod, who acted as
librarian. At Mise McLeod's death the library was moved to ite present location,
the home of lira. Alma Kittmer.

The library is now a deposit station of the 0xford County Library. In 1969
the book circulation was 1,810.

%ok ok ok % %k Ok

HICKSON PUBLIC LIBRARY

A emall library connected with the fpuvorth League of the church was the first
library in Hickson. The need for a library became the concern of several citizens
who met in their bomes to diccuse the project. Among them were Mre. James McKay,
Mre, ©. Parker, Ralph Pearcon, Emmerson Glaves, Gordon Murray and the Reve J. .
Jonet.
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In August of 1930 the library wae opened in a room behing Mr. J. MeColl's barber-
thop. Furnigshinge were donated by interested citizene and kr. Steven Irwin made
the book shelves, vome of which are ¢till in usec. The members of the library board
donated many cords of wood for the stove over the yearc.

The annual grante from the Provincial Government, Oxford County, East Zorra
Town¢hip, the Kilk Board and Women's Institute helped to finance the library. Funde
were also raiwued by euchre parties, playe, paper scalvage drives and other means.

School children have alwaye used the library. The library opened at noon to
accomodate them and rometimes teachers brought clasces of studente.

In 1945 when more space was required the members ovened an adjacent room and
on a cold winter day the board members aseembled to paint and paper the room finding
it difficult to make the paper ¢tick on the cold walls.

In 1936 the library joined the Cxford County Library Ascociation and boxes of
books were traded among the librariee to supplement the book stock., The Acsociation
became the Oxford County Library Co-operative in 1949 and bookmobile service was
started.

In 1957 the tovmehip hall was purchased for $250. There i a unique deed for
the property. The Lovey's Estate owned the property on which the building was
situated and it wae leased to the library for 99 yeare at $1.00 per year.

Once again the Library Beoard members and otber friende helped to renovate the
building as¢ well ae to aseist with a canvast to raive the fundse.

In 1965 the Hickeon Library became a branch of the Oxford County Library.

A great deal of credit chould be given to the board members and librarians who
donated their time and talent in developing library gervice through the years.

Mrg. Flossie Pullen ie the present librarian. The circulation of bocks in 1969
was 6,357. The library ie open on Wednesday, 2.30 - 5.00 and 7.00 to 9.00 p.m. and
on Saturday, 2.30 - 5.00.

B EEEEEE

INGIRRSOLL PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Ingereoll Library had ite beginning as¢ a Mechanic's Inctitute,prior to 1872,
Thie¢ wae wiped out in the Grest Fire. )

In 1880 a public meeting war beld in the Council Chambers and another library
began. lNr. Jamee Noxon wae e¢lected president. A grant of $400 wae received from the
province on the understanding that they would provide a public library, reading room,
ovening clacses and a scientific museum. The municipality contributed some funde and
subceribers paid $1.00 per annum.

Rooms were eecured at a rental of $50.00 and the librarian, Mr. Adking was paid
$50.00 a year,



The ¢truggleg of the committee over the next few yeare to keep the venture
going are recorded In the minutes, To raise fund¢ the commitiee spontored concerts
and excursions¢. A trip to Toronto on Civie Holiday, 1882, brought a profit of $70;
a concert by the Jubilee Singere, $30; but a concert of local talent brought a loss

of $3.99.

In 1880 under the chairmanship of G. W. McDiarmid, the board bowed to the re-
quesrt of the W.C.T.U. to et up a free recading room and recreation room and even
entertained the thought of a gymnasium., A piano wae ingtalled and rules dravn up
for its wee. The amusement committee purchased 3 sete of checkers, 2 of "pig in
clover', 1 of dominoes, 1 of authore, one "go bang!, 1 parlour croquet and board,
1 air gun, etec. :

In 1690 the Mechanice Institute became a Free Public Library. The Munici-
pality contributed $454 to thie venture. Several pages of minutes werc f£illed with
regulations ae to the use of the library.

In 1898 the library was located in the Royal Bank Building and in 1899 moved
to the Miller building on Thameg Street. A crigls over fuel in 1903 reculted in
closing the reading room part of the wesk and in 1907 the library wae closcd on
account of small pox.

The Library Board applied for a Carnegie grant and in 1910 the pre:tcnt library
building on Charles Street was opened.

Freo Court wae the librarian for 15 yeare followed by Mies Janet MceKellar in
1908, ¥ise Trene Cole of Guelph eucceeded her in 1931 and Mige Betty Crawford
followed I:ice Cols.

In 1967 Ingercoll Public Library completed major changese in a renovation pro-
gramme gparked by the Centennial activity. The interior of the library was opened
out into a ¢ingle floor epace and arcas for reading or reference. The colour scheme
ig of white and light Belery'" walle with & soft green carpst and drapss, comfortable
chaire in tangerines, yellow and red make spots of colour. Mrs. Ross Kilgour, S.
Underwviood, Dr. J. A. Paterson and Figs Madeleine Hamilton were the board membere at
thie time.,

In 1960 under the chairmanship of Percy J. Smith, a children's library was
cetablished in the basement,

Library resources have increased with the expansion of the Oxford County Library
syeten and the Lake Erile Regional ayetenm.

In 1969 the Library became a branch of the Oxford County Library.

The circulation hat risen to well over 60,000 books. The library continues to
provide a place for meetinge of the Sketch Club and the Book Club. Eefore the bage-
ment was uged asv a Children's Library, it wae the home of such groups a¢ the Photo-
graphy Club, Naturalists, Little Theatre and many others.

For a number of years travelling exhibitions of art were bung in the library and
several timee a year, oxhibitions of local art are displayed.
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The library is owven lionday, Tuerday, Thureday end Friday from 1.00 to ¢.,00 and
7.00 to £.30, and on Saturdayv from 10.00 t012.00 am. and 1.00 to 6.00 p.m.

i wRKIP PUBLIC LIBRARY

4 group of Innerkip residents met vitr members: of tre Gxford County Library
Toard to prouwotc 2 loeal branc™ library. Among thovs nrevent were rr. Roy Murray,
¢t e John Haeott and | re. Farry Cartor.

1t woe decided to rent a room and the Innerkip rroup asscumed the task of pro-
paring it for usc ae a library. fdhe County Library stockad it with Looke and a
formal opening took place on rareh 31, 1965,

i oo Walter Roee wae the librarian until 1968, at which time Irg. YWillianm |
mlliott became the librarian.

ire library hae outgroim ite location, and it i¢ hoped the librarv will find
a new home,

ihe circulation in 1969 wee 4,073, he library ic oven on iednesdave, 3,00 -
5,00, and Iridaye, 7.00 « 9,00 pua,

KInT1GRy PUSLIC LI}.RARY

Cn reading the wminutes of tre Kintore Public Library, ono ig impresced with
the finc community ¢pirit whieh led to the tuccers of the library through the years.
In 1295 a2 mecting wae held to organize o libravy and : i A. Furse became the firet
chairman. In 1£9€ i r, ii. J. Pearson vae appointed as tre librarian at a calary of
312,00 ver year.

The report of 10906 rhous the number of volumss in Lhe library to be 453 and the
cireulation of thewe omounted to 920, 1901 scaw the firsl municipal srant of 520,00.

1n 1909 the library moved to the home of i ise Cralmere who became the librarian.

The duties of the library board were not limited to paceing motions. At the
maeotinge of the board the nsw books were clawvgified and marked and ideas explored lor
rairing funde. Concerte and playe vers a vource of revenue and perhaps one of the
most oripinal wae the sale of jack rahbits, The Kintore BKunt Club after donating
325 offercd to give the library the rabbite to dispose of. The library contractod
with 2 man to eell the rabbite at 13¢ o nicce and the moncy inerecased the library funde.

The Poard alvo gent membere to th2 mectings of the Ontario Library Ascvociation.
In 1929 the library wuas traneferred to the home of [ re. Uarry “aynes, who bae scrved
the library faithfully throusht the yeare.

In 1936 the librery became & member of the Cxford County Library Ascociation.
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1938 wae an interecting year with a vieit of Lr. Angue ; owat, from tho
Library Branch of the Department of sducation. ir. rowat cpoke very highly of the
library and pave them a gpecial grant because of their efficiency.

In 1949 tre gxford County Iibrary (o-overative vas formed and in 1965 the
Kintore Library tacams o branch of the O0xford County Librery.

Speecial tribute ¢bould be paid to ir. A. F. Thornton vho acted ar wecretary
for thirty-two yeare and ire. "aynes who hay looked after the library in her home
for forty yeare,

The eireulation in 1969 was 5,942, At the time of writing thkis, iirs. Paynes
after 41 yeare of rorvice ie retiring becoure of ill Yecalt», Arrangsmente for
nowv location arc now undnrvay.
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i OUT wIGTW PULLIC LIBRARY

The i ount i¥lgin tlomen's Tnetitute donated 200 toward establishing a community
library in January, 1927. A memberstip canvass of the arca provided additional
funde. | re, Leelie %oodman of Tilleonburgs ig the only remaining member of the firet
board.

A room in the village was rentad from the Ro:al iank where it remained until
July, 1947 wren it moved into the Community ¥all and it is etill located there.

The library wvas open 5% Foure cach week with a membership fee of $51.00 per
year for tre Firet member of a family and 504 for ecach additional menber of the cene

family.

In 1936 the Loard voted to join the Cxford County Library hssoclation and
boxet: of books were exchangsd with other menbers of the Arcocistion.

Tn 1949 the Cxford County Library becam: a Co-operative and bookmobile teprvice
vag besun,

Throush the ysare iet Dertha Gilbert contributed much ar librarien in ber
tventy~Lour yeare of service. i're. Kia» Clark cerved on the Loard for twenty years.

S re¢. Donald Fleming ie the osrerent librarian and in 1949 the eirculation of
booke wae 4,859,

The library ie open Thursday, 7.00 - 9,00 pun. and Saturday, 2.00 - 5,00,

Yoo ¥ A ok wm Nt oo P sF
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WORWICH PUBLIC LIBRARY

Worwich bhae had a continuous library cervice ¢ince 1876, In Decewber, 1890
arrancocments were nade to form a Pzeranic'e Inetitute. A room in tha MStandard!
orinting offieo, whieh vzt on the present gite of the Forvich Gazette office wae
chosen for a2 lihrary and veading room. W, T. Turney wvas the first precident. fGhe
Gaeretary war inttructed to draft o declaration eigned by the trusteer and filed
at tre Rexictry offiee in “bodetocis The subseription rate wae $2.00 per year for
a male and 51,00 for ladies over cizhteen yeare of asc. The legiclative grant the
firet yoar was 340000,

the library kad several honcs -« over Piteher's store, in the 1 iller block and
over Maken's Drug ctore. Vhen this building was destroyed by fire, the library was |
located in the joore block.

In 1913-14 the libraryv wvas endowed by the Carnegic fund and the proeent
library was built,

In 1936 iorich becanc a membor of the Oxford County Library Atsocistion. In
1953 kookmobile cervice inereared the number of books and in 1965 the library became
a branch of the Oxford County Library uystem.

Some librariang bave been G. S, Stanboff, J. ¥. Robinton, George Lowman, Iiss
Pearl Poldon, : is¢ Aislia Poldon, tre. ifary Addicvon, ilise iary Foole, ire. 4, Crabbe
and tre. i, Longworth,.

Jdes Loviee Lostdne iy the present librarian. 7The circulation in 1969 wac
21,550, The lilrary i¢ open wondays and Fridaye, 7.00 = 9.00 puai.; Tuesdaye and
Trursdaye, 3.00 -« 5,00 and 7.00 « 9.00 puan. and Saturdayve, 2.00 « 5,00,
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OTTLRVILLS PURLIC LIBRALY

At a meeting held in the Village Tall at Ctterville on rarch 3rd, 1997, ir.
Robert Paxton preconted a lict of 103 subserivers plue $51.52 ar a declaration of
intent to ecstablich a 1library to be knowm as the Cttarville Publie Library incor-
porated under the Public Library Act of 1895. A hoard of rnanagermsnt was slected
witk power to avpoint suck cormittees ae wag desmoed nceesevary,

Cn barer 13, 1897 the librarv wae located in the ctorce of J. 7. Fich with © ics
Yinnie fnyder as the librarian at e calary of 315 per year. dembers is in the
library wat 504 a year and books could e borrowsd on ilonday, “ldnotday and Saturday
from 7.00 aum. to 9.00 pu,

Duz to a revigion of the Publie Library Act in 1893 a Public Library Foard
vas anpointad.
In 13899, South j'orwich Couneil authorized a levy of | will and in 1903 % mill

for library »uraovor,

During 1927 the “omen's Tnstitute euggested building a new library and offered
a donation of 3200 toward the project. They lad a drive to raicc money hut wore unable
to raire cnough funde and thc crach of 1929 climinated the bproject.
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The library moved into the towmship clerkl'e office where it remained until 1939,
At thls time the Cormmunity Mall wvase renovated and the library wae located in the bascw
ment noxt to the towmehip clerk's office, with the toimship clork acting ae librarian,

Tn 1949 the Oxford County Library began supplying booke.
In 1968 the librarv Lecame a branch of thre (xford County Library.

in 196& the roowm was enlarned, redecorated and all of the old books were removed.
The library wa¢ reovpened on October 1, 1966 with now bookes, a new librarian, and a
new hone for Lmproved library tervieer,

ir, T, 3. Petch i= the librarisn and in 19€9, 4,57¢ books were cireulated. The
library i¢ opon on Tuzedeys and Saturdaye Fron 3.00 = 5.30 and on Fridaye, 7.30 -
9.30 Delta
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PLATTSVILL.: PUELIC LIDRARY

Altlough the carly rccordse of the Platteville library were destroyed by fire,

it ir knotm that 1t was organizod in 1892 and knoun ag the Dlatteville Fublice Library
cechanie!c Inetitute, The Rev, if, H. Johnston, a Presbyterian minister at Chester-
f eld, wae the Chairman of the I'card for umeny yearc.

Until 1935 the library wes houtied in difforent houmes in the village. At thig
time it was in veileon's gtore and a dicvactrour fire dostroyed ceveral buildings ine
cluding the store,

The library roonened in 1936 in ir. Alex Glendinning's roeidence and iir. Glen
dinning becamnc the librarian. The year alto gaw the berinning of the Cxford county
Library Ascociation. The library paid a $l5 memberehwipn fec and received 150 hooks
vhich mere chanced four times a year.

In 1945 the library moved to Vunc'le ctors,

A pew fire hall war built in 1989 and the library board persuwaded the village
trustece to vudld a cceond sitorv to house the library.

A month cource in librarianship wae offered ot thir tiue and ire. %illiam Lell
took i course and bscame the librarian. “hen the new quarters werc opened in 1949,
leaflets were cont to soveral hundred homet and many attended ihe opening. ¥Flowers
and pictures by local articts added to the attractivences of the library and refretha
mente wers served,

The library continucd to increase in mambershin ond eirculeotion.

In 1955 the library became a branch of the Oxford County Library and the local
librarian ctatee that thie hac proved very beneficial.
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ire. Tell ie the present librarian. The circulation in 1969 was 7,565, The
library is open on Tueedaye and Thursdaye from 7.30 - 9.30p.m. and on Saturdays
from 3.00 - 5,30,

PRINC&TO: PUELIC LIBRARY

In 1898 a group of intorseted eitizene :ttarted 2 library in the village of
Princeton, to Le undor the direction of a Beoard of | anagemont.

he booke were kept in the Poct Office and [r. Robort Galbraith, the poste
master, acted ar librariasn for o galzary of 51.00 nor month,

Later the booke wers moved to a small building on Railway Strect owned by iir.
Pronger, and his daughter "ilda beecame librarian. :r. Thomas . Starr wat the noxt
librarian.

Following Yorld War I, the community built a rug brick building on Victoria
vtreet to be known as The Soldiers | emorial Library. Two bronze plagues in the
1library bear the namer of those vho served in the 191421918 and the 1939-1945 ware,

In 1921 the book: mere moved to the new library and ire. A. S. Wells becams
the librarian and che accompliched a great deal in improving library scervice in the
25 years vhs war the librarien.

Wwhen thre Oxford County Library Arcociation wac formed in 1936 Princeion library
became a menmber, thue making mors books esvailable to the library patrone,

Over the veare the library was financed through nenbsrahip fecs, donations,
rental feee from organizetione using the building, tecas, lectures, and grante from
the Tormerip and County Councils.

Fookmobile vervice began vhen the Cxforé County Library Co-operative wae formed
and in 1965 the library hocame a branch of the Cxford County library.

A a branch of tho Oxford County Library thes scerviee to thre psople hat ine
creasied with many more books available and new equinment added.

{iree Charleg iilton and rre. Ceell heachan followed ire, +ells s librarians.
i res Charlor Gurnoy ie the oresent librarian. ‘fThe circulsation in 1969 wag 8,263,
The library is open on Hedne«day altornoon from 12.00 to 5.00 and in the ¢venin:,
from 7.00 to 9.00. Tt is also open on Saturday from 3.00 to 5.00.

ook % s o Mt oM ok
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TAVISTCCK PULLIC LIERARY

The Tavietock Publie Library tad ite beginning ae a wembor of the ilechanic's
Ingtitute,

An interceting featuvre about tho Tavictock Library ie the fact that even in
ite earliest daye it was poreible to borrow booke every day. Ae carly a¢ 1897 therc

ae a notice iy the Tavirtoek Geozette thick rcads;

Uihe Reading floom of the Tavistock Public Livbrary will be onen daily from
2, 0 tw 5.00 pane 2nd from 7.00 - 9,00 p.ri., upsteires in Ve Stockfs new block.”
Fige Carric ieTavieh vae the librarian and memborelip tickete were 757 per year.
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L amc year Dr. Gtesle appcarad before Council for oid to ths mublic library.
A grant vae

voted Vequal to vhat part Zorra may zive, but not to excecd 315,"
In 1902 the library had moved to new quertere over the Post Office.

1903 sav the Library Doard looking loncingly at the Carnegie library fund for
onz stated: "Andrew Corncgie goes on offering librariee to towme in Canada. In toue
casesr the offers are accopted and in wome cases not. 1In cetrc of a refusal we
vonder if thoe library-giver feels somevtat ot on. It 1s more than likely that .
Carnegie kaous only of the offerse that are acceented, hie sceretary doing the offerins,

The Carnegic fund finally reached Tavistock and in 1916 the corner tlone was
laid for the new librery whieh was dercribed as being "one of the moet modern of ite
kind to be found in many places much larger than Tevistock." It boasted not only
a large library room with two attractive fire-placcs on the main floor, but 2lto a
ground floor withk an asreembly hall, a board room, vault and other accesuoriecs.

Librariang serving trroughrout the yeare %avm included 1.iee Annle Schialm,

i iee Frisda rerklinper, P'ise Lenore Eauer and ire, imerson Ial »fleicch, 1hbo took a
¢hort course in library ceiehee and contrluutod 1uch to the srowth of library ¢Cre
vice.

The book colleetion hae bheen a 1arg0 ons and war unigue in ity collesction of
German booke thich were purchaved bzeause of the German-Conadiane in the community.

ore pooke werc available whon the library joined the Oxford County Library
Co=onerative,ond vhen e Cxford County Public Library cyctom came into being in
1965, Taviet ock hecarme one of its branchoe,

Lree Varold Schwartzentruber is the orceont librarian. The cireculation in
1969 was 7,493, whe library ic opon bonday, 7.00 - 9,00 p.u.; Tuesday and Thuraday
and Saturday, 3.00 - 5.00 and 7.00 - 9.,00; Friday, 3.00 - 5.00,
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THAMESFCRD PURLIC LIBRARY

The Thameeford Public Library had its beginning a¢ a branch of the Sons of
Temperance Lodge whick was organized in 1851, This formed the nuecleus of the
Mochanic's Institute, lator recorganized as a Public Library. Dr. McWilliam denated
a room in bir drug ctore,

Minutee of 1902 record a membership of 131, Several papers and periodicals
vere eubeeribed for and mombers could sccure the key and use the rcading room for
two houre, Monday, Tucsday and Thursday and thrcee houre on Friday. Later thise
privilege wae diccontinued because it was abused. The librariane salary at this
time wae $35 a yesr,

There was a continuous struggle to raisc money, and garden partics, box
sociale, plays and lectures all contributod. University Extension lectures from
the Univereity of Weetern Ontario wore held, some of the speakers including Dr.
Solandt, Dr. Kingeton, Dean Fox, Mr. W. E. Saunders, and Profeusor Sponcely. At
an '"At Fome" in 1917 a musical programme wae furnished by a Mr. Moulton of Ingersoll
on hie "New Edison’.

Provincial Library Agsociation mectingse werce attended, and on one occasion
a fine was to be levied on librarics not sending delogates, NMr. Carson, Inspoctor
of Libraries, discussing book purchasing, mentioned the Thamceford Library as onc
of the eight that sclccted books wisely.

At one convention a speaker from Chicago condemned moving picturcs, claiming
that "attendance at those fostered tbhe fatal habit of hurrying to find out the end
of the story instead of thinking along with tho author®.

Another interesting item of the minutes in 1907 gave the Reading Circle the
use of the library on Friday nighte "provided they cupply thoeir own fucl and light
and that the sum of $3 bo accupted from the Reading Cirele for lose sustained
through cubecribers being unable to do business while the meeting wag in progress!,

The Women's Inetitute rentod the room at a yearly rental of $5.00,

On March 29, 1933 the I.0.0.F. building where the library wage boused was
burncd. The loae to the library wae about $2,000 and the insurance amounted to
$500, Dr. Weir offerad thce use of a room in a drug storc and shclves, books and a
encyclopasdia werce donated tec start again.

The Library Board thought a ncw building sbhould be crected. The Village
Council consented to contribute $600, provided signatures of half the village tax
paycre could be vecured. Board membosrs secured this list and then canvassed organiza=-
tion¢, lodges, businees mon and individuals, securing a total of $1,828.96., Aafter
the building wag paid for a balance of $216 was left. Mr. and Mrs. J. M. McKay
donated the site and Mr. Erncet Patterson was the buildor. Voluntser labour helped to
keep the expenses down and sholving, books and furnishings were donated by fricnds.
The library was ready for ues in December 1934,
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Tn 1936 a motion to arrangec a Book Revicw Club is rccorded. This Club is
#t1l]l in existencc., The travelling library from Toronto was used occacionally.

In 1936 tho Oxford County Library Ascociation was formed and a delogate from
Thamesford attended the meeting in Woodstock with authority to take part, with a
contribution of $50.

In 1947 Miss A. Packay with cleven other moembers of the County Assoclation
attended a short coursc in London, roceiving a Class E. cortificate.

1960 was thoe year in which the Library became a froe public library by the
passing of tho neccerary by-laws. Additicnal funds made it possible to install a
furnacc and washroom. In thig year, too, Mr. McKay gave the library an cxtra forty
feet of land for futurc use in cnlarging tre building. TIn 1966 the property was
turncd over to the Townsrip of North Cxford to be held in trustecship for the Village
of Thamesford.

In 1949 the Oxford County Library Association became the Oxford County Library
Co-operative and quarterly vigite of the bookmobile increased the supply of books.

In 1965 the library becamc a branch of the Cxford County Library, The library
book atock bhas been weeded and claseified and some new shelves and furniturce has been
added.

Miss Annabel Mackay i in charge of the library which is open Tucesday and
Thurgdays from 3.00 - 5.30 and 7.00 - 9,00, Friday 6.30 - 9.00 p.m. and Saturday,
from 2.00 - 5,30. The circulation in 1969 was 13,511,
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